_ No. 114 


THE PHILANTHROPIST, 


MONDAY, JUNE 8, 1795. 








LONDON: 


Printed for and fold by Danizt Isaac Eaton, Printer and 
Bookfeller to the Supreme Majefty of the People, at the Cock 
and Swine, No. 74; Newgate itreet, 


1795- 


PRICE ONE PENNY. 





ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 
[ Continued | : i 


The fhades are indeed dark and dreadful ; but the refem- 
blance is too ftrong to be miftaken: and it is no longer time 
to be cheated with the deceitful colourings of hope and adu- 
lation. Whatever ills our prefent fituation offers to our view, 
whatever diftreffes the fad perfpective of future years. may 
threaten, it is neceflary to behold them with a fteady eye. 
For thus alone can we make a proper ufe of the refources 
which yet remain, in order to procraftinate our country’s fate ; 
or, if fortitude and prudence are infufficient to avert the im- 
pending ruin, it is better to perifh.like men that have exerted 
themfelves to the laft, than to be fwept away like helplefs ani- 
mals, entangled in the toil, and flaughtered without refiftance. 

And here we fhall not fcruple to apply the principles which 
we eftablifhed at the beginning, and to affert, that fuch a def- 
cent from the pinnacle of greatnefs, to the loweft abyfs of fhame, 
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could never have enfued, without a correfpondent change'in the 
principles and adminiftration of the Enalifh government. It 
has been long remarked, that there is a tide in human 
things, which ts never fo near an ebb, as when it is lifted be- 
yond its bounds, and feems to fwell the higheft. This circum- 
ftance, which is attributed by the ignorant to fome myfterious 
power and denominated fortune, is eafily refolved by keener 
and more penetrating underftandings, into the neceflary agency 
of moral caufes. If the very hairs of our head are numbered, 
ead not a fparrow falls to the ground without the permiffion of 
Providence, ftill lefs can we fuppofe that mighty empires, 
which involve the deftiny of millions, are detached from the 
general chain of caufes, and left to fluctuate at random. 

But as an attentive obferver might have predicted the future 
fate of Rome, at the very inftant when flic exulted over the fall 
of her afpiring rival; thus would an Englith patriot have trem. 
bled for his country’s fafety, when fhe had reached that point 
of glory which admitted no farther augmentation: and while 
he beheld her inveterate enemies humbled at her feet, her em- 
pire extended to the oppofite limits-of the earth, her fleets re- 
turning with every wind, and loaded with the luxuries of every, 
climate, he would have feared the fure contagion which. has 
ever accompanied excefiive profperity. That contagion has 
long been circulating in fecret through this devoted land, taint. 
ing the fources of national happinefs, and corroding the vitals 
of the conftitution. Among the people it has produced an 
headlong rage for trifling and dangerous pleafures, a contempt 
for the virtuous fimplicity: of ancient manners, andan oblivion 
of their moft important rights ; among the great, a luxury which 
knows no bounds, an indifference to the public good, and a dif_ 
pofition to facrifice the dignity of birth, the duties of rank, and 
the hope of future fame, to the low enjoyments of the prefent 
moment. 

Could fuch difpofitions have long fubfiftedein a nation with 
fafety to their liberties, it would have been the firft exception 
ef the kind within the annals of humanity. It would have im- 
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plied a degree of wifdom, virtue, and moderation in their ra- 
lers, which no eftablifhed government has yet been able to 
poaft. We have therefore no reafon to be furprifed, that every 
poffible advantage has been taken of the general fupinenets, 
and that a malignant infuenee has increafed in filence, till itis 
almoft too mighty for oppofition: and by undermining every 
fupport of the conftitution, threatens the entire deftruction of 
the pile. | 

The ftability of that conftitution has, through many fuceed- 
ing ages, depended upon the public virtue and integrity of our 
Parliaments. Tne neceflity of 2 mutual co-operation between 
the king and the _reprefentatives of the people gave the nation 
every fecurity for their rights, which they could then think 
neceflary. Whatever grievaices had been introduced during 
the intermiffion of parliaments were fure to be forcibly repre~ 
fented, and their redrefs demanded, before the exigencies of 
the fovercign were fupplied. Men that confidered themfelves 
as the immediate agents of their fellow citizens, felected for 
the particular purpofe of tranfacting public bufinefs in their 
names, fhortly to be mingled with the common mafs, and to 
fhare in all the confequences of their own conduét, could not 
eafily be induced to impofe burdens which would opprefs them- 
felves, or to furrencer rights which were effential to their own 


fafety. Nor were thofe modern refinements yet invented, 


thofe generous indemnifications which a grateful minifler be= 
ftows upon the deputies of the people, to reward them for their 
patriotifm and loyalty. Nor was it yet underftood that a fmall 
number of individuals, frequently deftitute alike of fortune, 
virtue, and abilities, introduced againft the confent of the peo- 
ple voting in oppofition to their opinions, and lavithing their 
property without their confent, had a right to disfranchife their 
electors, and bereave them of thofe very powers to which they 
owed their own exiftence. Such contradictions and abfurdities 
are the offspring of modern times, as well as that political 
leger-de-main which can concentrate the efience of a populous 
county, or a commercial city, in a ruined fheepfold ; and 
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which, while it gives the laborious occupier an equal fhare in 
the legiflature with an hundred thoufand refpeétable citizens» 
can, if neceffary, annihilate the political exiftence of millions, 
make an Houfe of Commons fpring up feven, or feven hundred 
fucceffive times from its own afhes, and veft the virtual repre- 
fentation of an immenfe continent in the corporation of a Cor- 
nifh borough. It cannot be imagined that fuch doétrines can 
have been propagated, without giving the jufteft alarm to the 
real friends of their country. They have therefore repeatedly 
endeavoured to ftem the torrent of corruption, to expel the 


‘minions of a court from the temple of public freedom, to reftore 


our parliaments to their original purity, and the people to their 
hereditary rights; and had they fucceeded in their attempts, 
there is every reafon to believe, that we fhould have efcaped — 
the weight of misfortune, which is now from evey quarter burft- 
ing upon our heads ; nor have added to the many paft examples 
of ambitious phrenzy, the fpeétacle we now afford of finking 
greatnefs, and a fhattered empire. 

But it is the common failing of human beings to be more 
difpofed to lament the preffure of misfortunes, than to take 
precautions againft their approach, or even to exert themfelves 
fora cure. States, like individuals, frequently become wearied 
with the practice of thofe virtues which have produced their 
exaltation ; and in a fudden accefs of delirium throw away the 
advantages which it had coft them ages to.acquire. In vain do 
the few unprejudiced patriots, who with more penetrating eyes 
look into futurity, endeavour to awaken them from.their delu- 
fion, and point out the chains which are fearcely perceivable 
under wreaths of flowers: their fagacity is defpifed, their pre- 
dictions flighted, their fuperior virtues hated, til! the hour 
of vengeance is arrived, which difpels the fhort-lived dream of 
pleafure and fecurity, and roufes the miferable victims ta real 
flavery and fubftantial ruin. 

‘This has been long the cafe with our own nation, and we are 
now paying the fevere penaities of former folly. | What repeat- 
ed warnings haye we received of the increafing venality of ous 
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reprefentatives ; and how often have we neglected the oppor- 
tunity of placing the public liberty upona permanent bafis! But 
fo long as there could be a doubt concerning the extent of the 
contagion, fo long as they condefcended to fpread the flighteft 
veil over their infidelity, we acquifced in the deceit, and chofe 
to expect that relief from time, which is only attainable by vir- 
tue: as if univerfal experience had not fhewn, that the firft 
infringement of national rights, which is permitted with im- 
punity, is the introduction of every evil; that the attempts of 
ambition never finifh but with the patience of mankind ; ‘and 
that there is no medium between oppofing the leaft encroach 
ment, and fubmitting to the greateft. But with our deluded 
countrymen every pretext, however futile and ridiculous, has 
been alternately fufficient to quiet their fears, and lull their 
jealoufies. Sometimes their liberties have been invaded to de- 
fend them the better againft the attacks of tyranny, fometimes 
becaufe a patriot king enjoyed the throne; fometimes they were 
perfuaded to forego redrefs, becaufe the minifter was embar- 
raffled with war; fometimes becaufe he dared not interrupt the 
public peace ; fometimes for fear of excluding the people’s real 
friends from power ; fometimes becaufe the people’s real friends 
had obtained the power they fought, and muft not hazard its 
lofs. Wretched nation, ‘that has been induced to make the 
difeafe inveterate in expectation of a cure, and that did not 
underftand, that it was a matter of no confequence in what 
name, or by what party they were enflaved! 

But there is a certain degree of provocation, which it is un- 
fafe to offer even to flaves. We had feen with tranquility our 
treafures wafted, and our blood poured out in quarrels which 
did not intereft the nation; a multiplicity of laws, contrary to 
the principles of a free government, enacted ; the national pro-, 
perty lavifhed upon the nation’s inveterate foes, and perpetual 
impofitions eftablifhed, as odious in their nature as oppreffive in 
their operation. We have beheld the facred influence of the 
laws fometimes perverted to opprefs innocence, fometimes evad- 
pd to confer impunity upon the blackeft crimes. Mercenary 
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troops have been augmented in the hour of peace, and the 
guardians of the people’s liberties have fanQified that univerfat 
engine of oppreffion. The bafeft means of corruption have 
been openly adopted and avowed as a neceflary fcheme of go- 
vernment ; and left the people at large fhould poffefs dangerous 
or intractable virtues, it has been judged ncceffary to debafe the 
native honefty of the Englifh charaéter, by authorizing every 
thing which can moft effectually fubvert it. “Thefe, and a 
thoufand other inftances of public corruption, have long been 
familiar to our view, without engaging us to vigilance or cffee- 
tual oppofition ; fo deep has been our lethargy, fo implicit our 
confidence in our own fecurity. But neither the degrading 
patience we have exerted, nor the ligence of opprefling with 
impunity, nor the fpoils which have rewarded our betrayers, 
were fufficient to content their unbounded appetite for mifchief, 
It has been judged neceffary to perfecute and extirpate human 
liberty wherever it was found. One nation was too fmali a 
theatre for rapine, and therefore it was decided to featter death 
and havock over the whole weftern. continent, and to difperfe 
enmity, divifion, rage, and mutual defolation through all the 
parts of the nobleft empire in the univerfe. Such a project as 
this was indeed worth ambition! To rivet the chains of unborn 


millions, to blaft, like a rapid peftilence, the bleffings which 


heaven had beftowed on half the globe; to fhew that neither 
ocean, defart, nor wildernefs, is fufficiently wide or dreary to 
protect a fingle remnant of the fpecies from the yoke !—or 
fhould they dare refift, to exercife unlimited fury againft the 
devoted rebels ; to interdict them from the common rights and 
mercies of war itfelf; let loofe the ungovernable ferocity of 
favage rage upon their defencelefs wives and children; deftroy 
their generous and valiant youth in fields of battle ; and then, 
by the gentler operations of civil juttice, gibbets, exile, and 
imprifonment, extirpate the few the fword had fpared. 

Such may, perhaps, be the language of fome future philofo- 
phic hiftorian, who, removed from all the paffions, intereft, 


and prejudiccs which dazzle the actors in thefe important feenes _ 
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fhall relate the awful events of the prefent period. Sucha man, 
perhaps, without confidering the topics which are fo forcibly 
jmprefied upon. an Englith mind, the eternal and illimitable 
obedience which every colony owes to the parent ftate, the om- 
nipotence of a Britifh parliament, or the generous defign of 
defolating an immenfe continent to make it free and happy, may 
regard nothing but the interefts.of humanity. With fuch a’ 
view of things he may, perhaps, execrate the authors of the Ame- 
rican war as equally devoid of policy, public fpirit, and huma- 
nity; and while he beholds on one fide the rights of nature, 
the interefts of mankind, a rifing empire formed upon the no- 
bleft principles of equity and reafon, and deftined to prove a 
common refuge from European tyranny, he may fee nothing on 
the other, but the low, illiberal aims of felfithinefs, avarice, 
and cruelty, that would, if poffible, counteract the defigns of 
Providence itfelf, engrofs its bleffings, or convert them‘ into 
curfes for all the reft of the fpecies. Should fuch a writer here- 
after exift, it is probable he may add, after having brought the 
hiftory of the American conteft down to the prefent wra; fuch 
were the aims of the Britifh miniftry, but the weaknefs of their 
meafures was equal to the iniquity of their councils. That 
noble country, which had fo long been the bulwark of Euro- 
pean liberty, was doomed at length to fubmit to the common 
yoke, a juft reward for having deviated from its former princi- 
ples, and become the inftrument of oppreflion. Inftead of the 
triumphs it had expected, inftead of feeing the fpoils of the per- 
fecuted colonies poured into its territories, inftead af feeing the 
commerce of all the weft enrich its merchants, baits which the 
vile incendiaries of the war had made ufe of with too much 
fuccefs, it was doomed to experience every ill it had endeavour- 
ed to infli€t: its wealth was deftined to circulate through the 
very country it had devoted to deftruction; its commerce was 
gradually diminifhed by the depredations of its enemies, and by 
the intolerable impofitions which were levicd upon the people. 


[To be continued. | 
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CATO’S SOLILOQUY PARODIED, 





BY M.H. GREEN. 


Being a Reriecrion and Appress fo the Prorte, fup- 
pofed to be Spoken while reading the PAMPHLET entitled 
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COOPER’S REPLY TO BURKE’S INVECTIVE. 


Ir muft be fo—Coorer, thou reafon’ft well—elfe why this 
Vifible fear, this guilty dread of Political Inveftigation ! 
Why fhrink our Governors back upon Themfelves, and 
Startle at the Truth !—becaufe it wounds their Souls—It 
Wounds their Pride ; it wounds their Hypocrify !—Hypocrify, 
Thou well-tim’d difmal thought—through what fad 

Scenes of Blood and Ruin !—through what confufion and 
Changes have we paft—and all to fupport this ftate. 
Hypocrify—who’s views have ever been to enflave us— 

But here we reft ; for Reafon illumes the World. Behold 
Her offspring Liserty now burfts to birth; fhe ever muft 
Delight in Virtue, and that which fhe delights in muft 

Be happy—then why and wherefore hang you thus between, 
As if you’d doubt her Bleflings ; foon fhe’ll prove ‘em. 
Meanwhile her enemies muft fall.—The Sons of 

Liberty in Reafon, clad fmiles at the * Combination, and 
Defies its Fury.—for Srars and GarTERs fhall fade 
Away; Monarcuy! himfelf, grow dim with age; and 
Kingcraft! fink in year, but thefe thall flourith 
Inimmortal fame, unhurt amidft the War of Nation’s, 
The wreck of Desrotrsm! and the crufh of Kings! 


New Brentford Middlefex. 


* The prefent Combination of Kings againft Men. 
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